NEWS ANALYSIS 1-1352 AUGUST 27, 1976 
GEORGE A. HALSEY 
POLITICAL DEBATES: PRESIDENTIAL & OTHERWISE 

ANNCR: REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO HAJOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, 
MR, FORD AND MR. CARTER, ARE NEETING TO ARRANGE A SERIES OF DEBATES 
BETWEEN THE TWO MEN. V.O.A. NEWS ANALYST GEORGE HALSEY HAS THESE 
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE TRADITION OF POLITICAL DEBATE... 

VOICE: COPT) VERBAL CONFRONTATION BETWEEN PERSONS OF OPPOSING 
POLITICAL VIEWS PROBABLY GOES BACK ALMOST TO THE BEGINNING OF HUMAN 
SPEECH, POLITICAL DEBATE HAS, ON OCCASION, REACHED A HIGH DEGREE 
OF REFINEMENT IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT AND OTHER NATIONAL 
LEGISLATURES, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS. CEND OPT) 

IN THIS COUNTRY, ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN SERIES OF JOINT 
APPEARANCES BY POLITICAL OPPONENTS TOOK PLACE MORE THAN A CENTURY 
AGO. BUT THOSE FAMOUS LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES OF 1858 WERE 
BETWEEN TWO CANDIDATES FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE, RATHER THAN FOR 
PRESIDENT. BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT, ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND STEPHEN A. 
DOUGLAS TRAVELED THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF ILLINOIS DEBATING, CHIEFLY, 
THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY AND WHETHER THE COUNTRY COULD SURVIVE IF IT 
REMAINED DIVIDED ON THE QUESTION. COPT) LINCOLN LOST THAT ELECTION 
FOR THE SENATE, BUT ATTAINED SUCH PROHINENCE IN THE DEBATES THAT 
THE NEWLY-FORMED REPUBLICAN PARTY CHOSE HIM AS ITS SUCCESSFUL 
CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT TWO YEARS LATER. (END OPT) 

IN THOSE DAYS, THE STRENGTH OF A SPEAKER'SVVCICED DETERMINED HOW 
MANY PEOPLE COULD HEAR HIM, TODAY, TELEVISION WILL ENABLE THE 
ENTIRE NATION TO HEAR AND SEE WHATEVER FORM OF DEBATE IS ARRANGED 
BETWEEN IIR. FORD AND MR, CARTER, AND THEREBY HANGS A PROBLEM, 

IT WOULD SEEM A SIMPLE HATTER TO TELEVISE A JOINT APPEARANCE BY THE 


TWO CANDIDATES. BUT THE LAW REQUIRES THAT IF ANY CANDIDATES FOR A 
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GIVEN OFFICE RECEIVE TELEVISION TINE, THEN ALL CANDIDATES FOR THE 
SAME OFFICE MUST RECEIVE EQUAL TINE, IT IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN, 

OF COURSE, THAT ONE OF THE Tt!O ItAUOR CANDIDATES --- TIR. FORD OR 

MR. CARTER -= WILL BE ELECTED NEXT NOVEMBER, BUT THERE ARE OTHER 
CANDIDATES -- SOME INDEPENDENT AND SOME FROM MINOR PARTIES. 

TWO MAJOR TELEVISION NETWORKS HAVE ASKED CONGRESS TO SUSPEND THAT 
PART OF THE LAW TO ALLOW TELEVISING THE FORD~CARTER DEBATES WITHOUT 
BEING REQUIRED TO GIVE EQUAL TIME TO MINOR CANDIDATES. THIS WAS 
DONE IN 1960 WHEN JOHN F, KENNEDY AND RICHARD NIXON HET IN A 


SERIES OF PUBLIC DEBATES. 


BUT THERE ARE OTHER FACTORS THIS YEAR. COPT) AS A RESULT OF 
WATERGATE AND OTHER REVELATIONS OF POLITICAL WRONGDOING, CONGRESS 
HAS RULED THAT THE MAJOR PARTY CANDIDATES WILL RECEIVE THEIR 
CAMPAIGN MONEY, EQUALLY, FROM THE PUBLIC TREASURY, AND THAT THEY 
MAY NOT RECEIVE MONEY FROM PRIVATE SOURCES. THIS, OF COURSE, 

TO REDUCE THE INFLUENCE OF HEALTHY INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES, LABOR 
UNIONS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS ON PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. CEND OPT) 

THE PROPOSAL FOR FORD-CARTER DEBATES CAME FIRST THIS YEAR 
FROM A HIGHLY-RESPECTED NON-PARTISAN ORGANIZATION, THE LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS, WHICH OFFERED TO PAY FOR THE APPEARANCES, THE IDEA 
WAS THAT THE DEBATES WOULD THEN GE A PRIVATELY SPONSORED, 
LEGITIMATE NEWS EVENT WHICH TELEVISION THEN COULD REPORT WITHOUT 
HEEDING THE EQUAL-TIME RULE. 

HOWEVER, THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION STILL IS NOT SURE 
WHETHER PRIVATE SPONSORSHIP MIGHT VIOLATE THE LAW AGAINST PRIVATE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CANDIDATES, THE COMMISSION WILL CONSIDER THE 


MATTER FURTHER NEXT WEEK. 
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COPT) AS FOR THE CONFRONTATIONS THEMSELVES, THERE ARE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT HOW THEY WILL BE ORGANIZED. THE KENNEDY-NIXON DEBATES 
SIXTEEN YEARS AGO UTILIZED PANELS OF REPORTERS QUESTIONING THE TWO 
CANDIDATES, B8UT SEVERAL NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS, INCLUDING THE 
WASHINGTON POST CTODAY) URGE THAT THE CANDIDATES ACTUALLY DEBATE 
AND QUESTION EACH OTHER. CEND OPT) 

IN ANY EVENT, THE DEBATES OR JOINT APPEARANCES PROMISE TO GIVE 
VOTERS A LOOK AT THE TWO MAJOR CANDIDATES DEALING WITH THE SAME 
SUBJECTS AT THE SAHE TINE, THIS OBYIOUSLY CAN BE VALUABLE -- 
PARTICULARLY TO VOTERS WHO DO NOT TAKE TIE TO READ THEIR SPEECHES 
OR ATTEND THEIR INDIVIDUAL APPEARANCES. BUT, AS WASHINGTON STAR 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT JACK GERIMOND POINTS OUT (8/25), THE DEBATES 
"ARE ESSENTIALLY POLITICAL EXERCISES, NOT TEACHING EXPERIENCES." 
EACH CANDIDATE WANTS THE DEBATES, SAYS HR. GERMOND, BECAUSE 
EACH BELIEVES HE CAN MAKE SUCH Ai I/IPRESSION ON THE TELEVISION 
VIEWER AS TO BE JUDGED THE "\HINNER™, AND THAT, AFTER ALL, IS 
WHAT ELECTION CAMPAIGNS ARE ALL ABOUT. 
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